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The Restoration and the Empire
The new times indeed proved great in Egyptian
history. Vigorous rulers of the 18th Dynasty, which
Nebpehtira Aahmes I founded, proved great at home
and greater abroad for only half a century after ex-
pelling the Hyksos, they were warring on Asiatic
land. The dynasty now entered on its epoch of imperial
greatness and marked the First Empire in Egypt. The
Hyksos were broken and flying, bringing war and
confusion into Palestine in their train. Kassites had
weakened Babylonia by their rule and the Hittitcs
had not yet penetrated far to the south. Western
Asia lay open to the manoeuvres of a chance adven-
turer. Tliothmes I, the second successor of Aahmes,
seized the opportunity, crossed to the north and overran
Palestine and Syria. And this was no inroad like
the raids of the Egyptian kings of the 12th or 6th
Dynasties but conquests that held forth. Egypt
was now opening a new chapter, one of imperial glory.
This new era of conquest affords infinitely interesting
incidents to the historian and luckily his way to them
does not lie in the dark for no period of Egyptian
history is so resplendent with records as this. The
famous Tell el-Amarna letters belong to this period
and throw a flood of light on the events of the 15th
century B.C.
The Anatolian Hittites were beyond the Taurus,
the Aryan Mitannis far to the north-east, the Kassites
absorbed in home affairs, and the land of Lebanon
and the wealthy cities of Syria between the Amanus
Mountains and the Euphrates, Damascus already enjoy-
ing early fame among them, lay naked to the rapacious
thrusts of the Egyptian ambition. Thothmes I rode
down to the bank of the Euphrates which river he
fixed as the northern boundary of his empire.
^ But the Syrian and other Asian barons were not
easily to be denied their freedom and their suppression